CUTHBERT’S CORACLE
NEWSLETTER OF THE ANAMCHARA FELLOWSHIP

SPRING 2021

each of you who voted and those in the community praying for the election process was open to
the Spirit. Together we will continue to listen to
the Spirit, and I will listen for the Spirit speaking
through you. Together as a family, we will move
forward in our life in Christ. This a strange time
with the COVID-19 and our inability to safely
meet. God willing, I pray that we will come together in person at our June 2022 Gathering. Until we can come together in person, we will continue to develop ways of using the available
technology to share our love with one another. I
am here for you. Please do not hesitate to call,
text, or email. Let me know what is going on in
your life and how I can help. I have always seen
my life as facilitating others to do what God is
calling them to do. I believe that God asks each
of us to trust enough to use what we have been

Br. John Brendan has been Elected
Abbot of Anamchara Fellowship
(Installation - June 2021 Gathering)
Dear Family
Thank you all so much for your thoughts and
prayers. I am humbled in my election as Abbot. I
did not seek this nor desire this. Yet I trust all of
you and the Spirit working through you and in
obedience to the Spirit I accepted. I know that

given to the best of our ability. That is what I
will do and what I ask of each of you. We have
had wonderful models of leadership in Sr. Bar-

bara Jean and Sr. Barbara Clare. I will strive to
follow in their footsteps. I ask your continued
prayers as we move forward. May God bless and
keep each of you.
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In Memorium
Sister Susan Brigit Brooks
1947-2020
Sr. Susan Brigit will always be remembered for
her bright smile, enthusiasm, love of animals, and
welcoming presence. She exuded love and was
ready to serve at a moments notice. She was first a
Companion in the Fellowship, but soon felt the
call to a vocation as a Sister. At her entrance to the
novitiate she took the religious name of Sr. Susan
Brigit and was professed in 2017. She was very
active in her parish and AF priory, volunteered
with Paws for a Cause rescue for dogs, and had a
heart for pilgrimage, the last trip being to Ireland
and Scotland with other Fellowship members in
2019. Sister Susan Brigit will be greatly missed.

Sister Susan Brigit Brooks

Pre-Gathering 2021 Book Study
Following the Celtic Way:
A New Assessment
of Celtic Christianity
by Ian Bradley
Anamchara Fellowship will be studying and reflecting upon the book, Following the Celtic
Way: A New Assessment of Celtic Christianity.
by Ian Bradley. It is an updated book on Celtic
Christianity. Sister Patricia Sarah and Sister
Kathleen Clare have been active in organizing

and preparing for this book discussion. The book
will be studied in three parts in Zoom meetings:
Preface and Part 1 – Clearing the Way
Part 2 – Exploring the Way
Part 3 – Following the Way Today

As a deer longs for flowing streams,
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ANNOUNCEMENT
The Rt. Rev. Franklin
Brookhart, Companion of
Anamchara Fellowship, has
a new book out. Washed
and Well-Fed is about the
sacraments of baptism and
eucharist. Bishop Brookhart
was the Episcopal Bishop
of Montana for sixteen
years and was the first person to become a Companion of Anamchara Fellowship.

Sister Patricia Sarah
Companion Anamchara
I have been the Companion Anamchara for
almost two years, yet I am still learning the
job. According to the Customary, I am the
person to whom someone applies to become a
Companion Seeker. I receive and answer
their inquiries. I guide them through the process of becoming a Companion. I contact
their pastor to introduce them to the Fellowship and to request a letter of recommendation. I arrange the details of the Companion
receptions. I make sure we have enough Companion medallions. I work closely with Sister
Susan Alice, the Vocation Steward, concerning their discernment and to facilitate any
changes of status. I also reach out at least
once a year to each of our 24 active Companions. Given our geographic challenges, the
fact that not all Companions are actively part

of a Priory, and the fact that not all Companions attend Gathering, I see a need to create
more opportunities for engaging with our
Companions. Therefore, I will be inviting the
Companions, Companion Seekers, and anyone else who would like to join us to attend a
Quarterly Companion Meeting beginning in
the spring of 2021.

Page 4

Cuthbert's Coracle

DESERT WISDOM

By Sr. Patricia Angela, AF

The Dry Lake Bed: Part 1 The Parable of the Sower
Grammie’s cabin, The Joshuas, was on a hill. Below it was a dry lake bed, left over from some geologic
age eons ago. When a cloudburst came, the dry bed became a lake again, until dried up by the desert sun.
Then a miracle happened. The desert floor became green with grass, and studded with flowers. It was a
sight to behold in the desert landscape!
The blooming meadow below recalls to mind Jesus’ parable of the sower. I think it is an unfinished parable. We are told about seeds that don’t germinate, or that can’t flourish in poor soil, and about seeds that
grow into an abundant harvest when planted in good soil. But there are other seeds, too. They are planted
but lie dormant for a long time. Then, when the time is ripe, they burst into bloom.
My own heart has been all these types of soil in the course of a long lifetime. Some seeds planted by parents, teachers and preachers failed to grow; other seeds thrived, and some seeds have lain dormant until the
time came to burst into life.
I have also been the sower of seeds. All my words and deeds have been scattered around me. Some grew
and some didn’t. And some are still lying dormant.
What about you? Who has planted seeds in your heart? How has your garden grown? What might still be
within you, waiting to spring into life?
What seeds have you sown while on your pilgrimage on this earth?
June 2021 Anamchara Fellowship Gathering
Canceled

person or virtually and we will continue to create a program that is instructional and provides more time to just
be together.

These are extraordinary times of the like we have not
experienced in many decades. We are in the middle of a
pandemic which continues to take almost two thousand
Presiding Bishop Curry and the Executive Council have lives a day and infects over 175,000 daily. These are
postponed the General Convention till July 2022. With scary times. Even with a vaccine at the end of the year
this having been just announced, I with the advice of
or early 2021, they say that it will be well into the secBishop Diane and Br John Brendan, Formation Guardi- ond quarter of 2021 before enough people will be vacan, have made the following decision.
cinated to make a difference. We must continue to be
safe and strong and to pray for our entire country. I feel
Due to concerns about travel, the restrictions at St. Paul confident that 2022 will be a much better year.
of the Cross Passionist Retreat Center and the number
of Members who are high risk, the Gathering of 2021
With that I wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving. I am
will be virtual once again. This was both a difficult and grateful for each and every one of you and you will all
easy decision to make. Difficult because we yearn to be be in my prayers that day.
together and share a week of Fellowship, and easy because it is the only responsible thing to do.
Blessings
Greetings,

The Planning team for Gathering has been working on a
schedule which would have allowed us to be together in

Sr. Barbara Clare, Abbess (Nov. 20, 2020)

