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THE CONSECRATION OF THE 11TH BISHOP OF MICHIGAN - 2020 

  Anamchara Fellowship member, The Rev. Sister Veronica Mary (in habit at the right), was honored 
to be chaplain to the newly consecrated Bishop Bonnie Perry (center) of The Episcopal Diocese of 
Michigan on February 8, 2020 in Dearborn, Michigan.  Many members of Anamchara Fellowship at-
tended this event. 

Photo by Mechelle Sieglitz-Castelli  

June 2020 Anamchara Fellowship Gathering 

Canceled 
Greetings,                                                                                                                                                            

We as a country are in the beginning of a major crisis. This 
Covid 19 virus is rapidly spreading through each State and 
many people are very sick and some have died. The pandemic 
has created a situation that forces us to do things differently in 
an attempt to curb this virus from creating any more havoc in 
our world.  

On Friday, our Presiding Bishop put out a statement about 
gathered meetings Church wide.“ effective today, March 13th 
and continuing through May 31st, 2020, all such meetings will 
be conducted remotely, or postponed or canceled.  Decisions 
regarding meetings after May 31 will be made by the ELT as 
the days progress “ 

After much prayer and consulting with Bishop Diane, Father 
Paul, our Anamchara, and contacting Bishop Lee our liaison 
to the House of Bishops, I have made the following deci-
sion.  Gathering 2020 in Detroit is cancelled.  However, our 
planning team will reconvene and work out a virtual Gather-
ing that will happen June 1 through June 6.  More information  

 

will follow.  I know this might create a hardship for some, and 
for that I am sorry.  Health comes first and our concern for 
each other must be taken seriously. A significant number of 
our members are considered to be at high risk either through 
age or chronic illness and others have family members who 
are at risk.  This was a very difficult decision to make and I 
pray for your understanding. 

Please continue to reach out to your neighbors and families 
who may be alone and suffering.  For those who are anxious 
reach out to someone. Lastly, be safe and take all recommend-
ed precautions to prevent contacting this disease. 

As stated above more information will be coming. I ask that 
we continue to pray for each other, for all who are affected by 
this virus and for those who are making decisions for our 
Country.  

Blessings,  

 

Barbara Clare, Abbess 

March 16, 2020 
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As a deer longs for flowing streams, 

so my soul longs for you, O God.   

(NRSV - Psalm 42:1) 

 

Remembering Sister Suzanne Elizabeth 

It was in the mid-90’s when I first met Suzanne Yatsko 

and her wonderful husband, Mike.  I was in my former 

community of Holy Nativity, and doing a parish mis-

sion in Arlington, VA.  Suzanne and a carload of others 

came up from Virginia Beach, and that began a fun and 

loving relationship, lasting to her final breath. She be-

came an Associate of that Order, but when we formed 

Anamchara Fellowship, she and Sister Cassandra Grace 

were the first ones to ask to join us.   

Suzanne had a big personality, a contagious laugh and 

an enthusiastic mission in life.  She had a real gift for 

intercessory prayer and thoroughly enjoyed teaching 

children about Jesus and about prayer. She loved fero-

ciously, and once she decided to love you, she adopted 

you in her heart as family.   

Though she spent many years working with the Girl 

Scouts, her final job was at the Marine Museum in Vir-

ginia Beach, where she processed visiting groups who 

came to experience the wonders of the museum. She 

fed another generation with a spirit of awe filled appre-

ciation for God’s creation. Arriving early for work, she 

had her special spot out overlooking the marsh, where 

she prayed her morning prayers. She also had devel-

oped special relationships not only with the young staff 

members but also with various creatures that caught her 

fancy.  I remember well, her talking to the octopus, the 

otters and even the Komodo dragon. She had a special 

affinity for the broken, the down trodden, the lonely, 

and she mothered them in any way she could.  

Our Sister Suzanne Elizabeth is now in the nearer pres-

ence of God and united with her beloved Mike.  May 

they dance through Eternity together and enjoy the 

company of Apostles, Prophets, and Angels alike! 

Lovingly remembering her,  Sister BJ 

Anamchara Fellowship  
Daily Prayer 

 
 

Bless and enlighten our journeys,  

O Lord. May the Triune of our strength  

lead us deeper into the heart of your  

perfect will. Grant us grace as we grow  

in the spirit of hospitality, generosity,  

compassion and love. May our vows of  

simplicity, fidelity and obedience draw 

us ever closer to you and to each other 

and may our lives bear witness to the  

Kingdom of God.  

In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen. 
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Front row L to R: Sr. Donna Ruth, n/AF; Companion Maria; Br Mike 
Malone, OPA, Br. Franklin Kline, OPA, Adrienne Dillon, TSSF; Martha 
Collvile, CRC; Pam Perez, Daughters of the King 

Back row L to R: Michael Bickel, Brotherhood of St. Andrew; Fr. Mar-
shall Crossnoe; John Dotson, TSSF; Rev. Deb Goldfedder, Daughters of 
the King; Doug Reinhard; Brian Sadler, postulant, OSF; Renee Sanders, 
Daughters of the King; Joslynn Sanders  

(Photo by Seeker Agnes) 

Clonmacnoise's St. Brigid Day Evening Prayer 

On Feb 1, 2020 the Clonmacnoise Priory led the sec-

ond gathering of the dispersed religious in the Dio-

cese of Missouri in sung Celtic Evening Prayer at 

The Church of the Advent, Crestwood, MO. Mem-

bers of the Anglican Order of Preachers, Society of 

St. Francis, Third Order Franciscans, Rivendell 

Community, Daughters of the King, and Brother-

hood of St. Andrew participated in our celebration of 

St. Brigid. Advent's interim priest, Rev. Dr. Marshall 

Crossnoe, provided the meditation on how St. Brigid 

modeled radical generosity. Advent's chapter of the 

Daughters of the King hosted the fellowship time 

after Evening Prayer. The sung liturgy as well as the 

moments of silence before the service and between 

readings were, according to several participants, 

most appreciated.  (Sister Donna Ruth) 

 
 
Nancy Jo Carmichael  
Received as a Companion  
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  
Prescott, Arizona  
February 2, 2020 
            

Nancy Jo Carmichael was received as a Companion in 
Anamchara Fellowship on February 2, 2020. Shown in photo, 
left to right, is Companion Nancy Jo Carmichael, The Rever-
end Pierre-Henry Buisson and Sister Patricia Sarah.   
Rev. Buisson invited Nancy and Sister Patricia Sarah to pro-
cess and included Sister Patricia Sarah as a server during Holy 
Communion.  There is a real interest at St. Luke’s in the 
Anamchara Fellowship, the religious communities and orders 
of the Episcopal Church in general, as well as in Celtic spiritu-
ality.  (Sister Patricia Sarah) 

Above L to R: Sr. Amelie Jeanine, Aspirant 
John Eaton and Companion Billie Eaton (Sept. 
6, 2019). A get-together while travelling.) 

Remember that Anamchara Fellowship, Inc. 

is a Non-Profit organization, and that donations  

are tax deductible.  Though the individual 

members of the Fellowship do not personally  

profit from the donations, your generosity helps us  

continue to bring the Word and Love of God to 

others through an ever expanding ministry. 

Contributions can be sent to: 

Anamchara Fellowship 
4142 Ogletown-Stanton Rd. #141 

Newark, DE 19713 

www.AnamcharaFellowship.org 
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DESERT WISDOM  
from  

DESERT RATS 

JUNE PAXTON (Grammie): Hospitality 

By Sr. Patricia Angela, AF 

 
A “desert rat” is someone who was born or grew up in the high desert of Southern California, and prefers 
that life of isolation and hardship to the comforts of city life.  Grammie was a desert rat.  She was also a 
desert mother and a spiritual director, although, as a child I didn’t know either of those terms, and proba-
bly she didn’t either. 
 
Immediately after breakfast she used to announce, “Now we must clean the house, because you never know 
what company might arrive”.  We swept, dusted and put things away, Sure enough, we would later see a car 
turn off the Twentynine Palms Highway (a 2-lane highway) and drive up the dirt road leading to the cabin.   
 
The door was always open to anyone who sought her out.  There was always room at the table for another 
plate.  There was always a bed available if the hour grew late.  These people told their stories and shared 
their problems.  Grammie would take them on long walks.  They would pray together, read the Bible to-
gether.  After their visit, Grammie usually maintained a correspondence with them until their next visit.  
Who were they?  How did they connect with someone without a phone?  I have no idea. 
 
But I learned about hospitality from observing it practiced.  For me, today, I can’t practice hospitality in the 
same way my grandmother did because I live in a retirement facility.  My practice of hospitality is a matter 
of time, rather than space.  People see my cross and engage in conversation, ask questions.  I have learned 
to stop and listen.  I have learned not to be in a hurry, and so brush them off.  That is how our Anamchara 
Fellowship of hospitality is expressed in my life.  
 
How does it work in your life? 

235th Episcopal Diocesan Convention 
Friday-Saturday, January 24 and 25, 2020 

Hyatt Place 
Dewey Beach, Delaware 

 

Prayer Room at Delaware Diocesan Convention 

Knowing the importance of prayer, Bishop Kevin Brown of the Diocese 

of Delaware has asked the Anamchara Fellowship to create and staff a 

prayer room at each convention since his election. By reaching out to 

the Daughters of the King chapters in Delaware, we have been able to 

create the Prayer Room and have at least two people praying during all 

business meetings of the convention. At breaks those attending conven-

tion in any capacity are invited to come in for a time of silence and 

prayer. He has also reached out to Sr. Julian to serve as the Chaplain to 

Convention the past two years. In 2020 Anamchara Fellowship was rep-

resented by our Deacons, Br. Bruce Finbarr and Sr. Sheila Brigid, a lay 

delegate Sr. Cassandra Grace, Sr. Julian as the Chaplain, and Sr. Marga-

ret Kentigern as the manager of the Prayer Room. If any other Diocese 

would like to hear how all this came about and how they, too, could 

provide a place a prayer, please contact us.  (Sr. Margaret Kentigern) 
  Above L to R:   Sr. Julian and Sr. Margaret 
Kentigern 


